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THE MISSION OF THE BERRIEN COUNTY CANCER SERVICE:

To provide free skilled home nursing services, equipment,
information and supplies at cost for cancer patients and their families
in Berrien County.
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The BERRIEN COUNTY CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
is a group for patients, family members and care givers. Come
share successes, feelings, fears and practical methods of coping
with the physical and emotional aspects of living with the
diagnosis of cancer.
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AN IRISH BLESSING

May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.

May the sun shine warm upon your face.

And the rains fall soft upon your fields.

And,
until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

! HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY /

what matters,”



The FDA Approves Drugs for Colorectal Cancer, Lung Cancer

The FDA has approved Vectibix (panitumumab) to
treat people with colorectal cancer that has spread to
other parts of the body (metastasized) after standard
chemotherapy. Vectibix, a monoclonal antibody that
binds to a protein called epidermal growth factor recep-
tor (EGFR) on some cancer cells, received an acceler-
ated approval after showing effectiveness in slowing
tumor growth and, in some cases, reducing the size of
the tumor.

In the United States, it is estimated that 150,000 new
cases of colon cancer were diagnosed and that 55,000
deaths occurred from colon and rectal cancer in 2006.
About 70 percent of all colorectal cancerous tumors test
positive for EGFR.

The approval of Vectibix was based on the results of a
clinical trial of 463 people with metastatic cancer of the
colon and the rectum after undergoing treatment with
the chemotherapy drugs fluoropyrimidine, oxaliplatin,
and irinotecan.

People in the trial who took Vectibix, on average, got
worse or died 96 days later—33 days longer than in
people who received the best standard supportive care.
In addition, 8 percent of the people on Vectibix experi-
enced a turmnor shrinkage that in some cases exceeded 50
percent of the pre-treatment size of the tumor.

The most serious side effects in studies of Vectibix
included pulmonary fibrosis, severe skin rash compli-
cated by infections, infusion reactions, abdominal pain,
nausea, vormiting, and constipation.

Vectibix is manufactured by Amgen Inc. in Thousand

Oaks, Calif.

In a separate action, the FDA approved the use of Avas-
tin (bevacizumab), in combination with carboplatin
and paclitaxel, for the initial treatment of people with
unresectable, locally advanced, recurrent or metastatic,
non-squamous, non-small cell lung cancer. This approval
was based on an increase in survival time when Avastin
was added to a standard chemotherapy regimen.

Non-small cell lung cancer accounts for 75 percent of
the 174,400 new cases of lung cancer that were expected
to be diagnosed in 2006. Lung cancer is the leading cause
of cancer-related death in men and women.

In a clinical trial of more than 800 patients who had
not received prior chemotherapy, the median overall
survival time for people taking Avastin plus carboplatin
and paclitaxel was 12.3 months versus 10.3 months for
those receiving only carboplatin and paclitaxel.

The most serious side effects associated with Avastin
in the trial, including some that were fatal, were gastro-
intestinal perforation, wound healing complications,
hemorrhage, blockage of the arteries, abnormally high
blood pressure, albumin deficiency in the blood, and
congestive heart failure.

Avastin, in combination with a specific type of che-
motherapy, was previously approved for first- or second-
line treatment of people with metastatic cancer of the
colon or rectum.

Avastin is manufactured by Genentech Ine. in South
San Francisco, Calif.
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New Skin Cancer Drug

Zolinza (vorinostat) capsules have
been approved to treat cutaneous T-
cell lymphoma (CTCL), a type of skin
cancer, to be used when the disease
persists, gets worse, or comes back
during or after treatment with other
medicines.

Zolinza was approved as part of the
FDA’s Orphan Drug program, which
offers companies financial incentives
to develop medications for diseases
affecting fewer than 200,000 Ameri-

cans a year. Every year in the United
States, about three in every 1 million
people are diagnosed with CTCL.
Evidence of Zolinza's safety and
effectiveness was developed in two
clinical trials with 107 CTCL patients
who received Zolinza after their dis-
ease had recurred following other
treatments. A response, defined by
Improvements on a scale that scores
skin lesions, occurred in 30 percent of
people who received Zolinza and lasted
an average of 168 days. The most com-

mon serious side effects were blood
clot in the lungs (pulmonary embo-
lism), dehydration, deep vein throm.-
bosis, and anemia.

Zolinza is manufactured by Pan-
theon Inc. in Mississauga, Ontario,
Canada, for Merck & Co. Inc. in White-
house Station, N..
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