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To provide free skilled home nursing services, equipment,
information and supplies at cost for cancer patients and their families

in Berrien County.
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The BERRIEN COUNTY CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
is a group for patients, family members and care givers. Come
share successes, feelings, fears and practical methods of coping
with the physical and emotional aspects of living with the

diagnosis of cancer.

* ** ** ** ** * **** ***** ** ** ** ** ** ** *

MY DAD

When I was just a little boy no more than just a lad,
I met a lot of special men but none quite like my dad.

Though other men would often hear the things I'd have to say,
None could listen with their heart in Dad's very special way.

I love to think of aUthe things he used to say and do,
And how I felt down in my heart, I want to be like you.

If I could be just half the man my father was to me,
What a great example I would be for all the world to see.

The world would see a man who tried to never fail the test,
Who never faltered in his quest to always do his best.

They'd see a man who loved his God through times both good and bad,
What a man I'd be if I could live my life just like my dad.

-Jim Galloway
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what matters:



During April 2007, Memorial Donations were generously made by and for the following people:

In Memorv of Patricia Anderson
Thomas and Tracy Schwyn, St Joseph

In Memorv of Fred Bailev
Julia and Jodi Ballard, Benton Harbor

In Memory of Jack Baker
Virginia Antonson, St Joseph

Richard and Jane Berry, St Joseph
Georgina Callam, Howell

Donald and Gail Chapman, Stevensville
Elizabeth and Mike Garey, St Joseph

Martin and Adeline Krieger, St Joseph
Donald and Judy Miller, Stevensville

Al and Suzanne Pscholka, Stevensville
Gladys Sandera, Stevensville

Dan and Patricia Smith, St Joseph
Jean Stock, Farmington Hills

Taglia, Fette, Dumke & White, P.c., St Joseph
James and LuAnn Werblow, Niles

In Memory of Lemuel (Duke) Barker
Larry and Sandy Barker, Bridgman

In Memory of Jav Thomas Brenner
Dolores and Jeanette Fester, Benton Harbor

Elizabeth Schaenfeld, Benton Harbor

In Memory of Lucille Brown
Sandy and Bill, Sharon and Bob, and Barb

Betty Appel, St Joseph

In Memory of John Buheker
Mary Dunn, Tomahawk WI

Bruce and Carrie Herbert, Niles
Larry and Jeanine Larson, Niles

Tom and Pat Mollison, Niles

In Memory of Richard Cassidy
Mrs. Joyce McTague, Stevensville

In Memory of James A. Cherry
Berger & Laforge, St Joseph

Berrien County Felony Probation Dept.
c/o Mark Sebenar, St Joseph

Bittner, Hyrns, Daly & Riemland, PC
AttTI:Cathy Hamilton, St Joseph

George and Cindy Palma McCorskey,
Benton Harbor

Passaro & Kahne Law Office P.L.L.c.,
St Joseph

Angela Pasula, Stevensville
Anthony and Tammy Repaso, St Joseph

Gladys Sandera, Stevensville
J.M. Shananaquet, Grand Rapids

Jerry and Trish Vigansky, Stevensville

In Memory of Patrick Conlin
Mary Banks, Stevensville

Frederick and Linda Fish, St Joseph
Nancy Green, Benton Harbor

Albert and Patricia Hoffman, Wheatfield IN
Leta and Rick Huebel, St Joseph

Jo Ann Ingraham, St Joseph
John and Nancy Johnson, Stevensville

Larry and Ellen Marshall, Benton Harbor
Steve and Ginny Reames, Rensselaer IN

John and Betty Robinson, St Joseph
Ronald Robinson, St Joseph

Dorothy Rue, St Joseph
Michael and Terri Smith, Stevensville

Twin City Camera Club
Howard Nahikian, Treasurer, Benton Harbor

Richard and Karen Weich, Baroda

In Memory of Fred Diedt
Ruth Holden, Stevensville

In Memorv of VivianEastman
MyrtleChristieandFamily,St Joseph



In Memory of Bob Gilreath
Ronald H. Smith, Benton Harbor

In Memory of Judy Reitz
Dick and Miriam Dudkowski, Buchanan

In Memory of Bettv Granke
Shawna Krieger, New Troy

In Memory of Becky Russcher
Dolores and Marion Fuller, Niles

In Memory of Aunt Eleanor Halmo
Gale and Marion Evenson, Twin Lakes WI

In Memory of Dolores Smith
Ronald H. Smith and Family, Benton Harbor

In Memory of Diane Hollatz
Angelina (Lee) Vemasco, St Joseph

In Memory of Robert Stockman
BOIUlieJ. Lawrence, Metamora

In Memory of Charlotte Kesterke
Cara Reichert, Dayton WY

In Memory of Wallace Warren
Robert and Ruth Hall, St Petersburg FL
Dean & Elizabeth Jennings, St Joseph

Jean Scheler, North Branch MN
Dan and Elizabeth Schiman, St Joseph

MurielWarren,StJoseph

In Memory of Eyelyn Mack
Valerie Gelder, St Joseph

Carol and Leon Ryan, Schaumburg IL

In Memory of Pauline Ott
Lorraine Ott, Stevensville In Memory of Craie Wenzlaff

Eleanor Frances Millar, St Joseph
In Memory of Roberta Otte

Carolyn Norton, Coloma In Memory of Louise Ann White
Robert F. White, Stevensville

In Memory of Loreto Palleschi
St Joseph American Legion Post 163

In Memory of Deloris Reaean
Jan Whitcomb, Stevensville

In Memory of Dr. Clinton Wilson
Marjorie Weise, Alpena

In Memory of Deanna Reid
Bob and Cindy Schroeder, Baroda

In Memory of Jean Witt
Joseph and Angelajo Naines, St Joseph
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During April 2007, donations were made by and in honor ofthe following people:

In Honor of All Cancer Patients
Claudia Brister, Baroda

The Berrien County Cancer Service sends our sincere sympathy to all those who have recently lost
loved ones. We thank all of our generous donors. Your donations are very much appreciated and will

help cancer patients in Berrien County. Thank you!



CANCER DRUGS
WEIGHINGTHERISKSANDBENEFITS

From FDA Consumer
January-February 2007

(continued/rom the May 2007 Newsletter)

Cancer drugs often contain potent ingredients that kill cancer cells. "Unfortunately,
most ofthe drugs used to treat cancer aren't targeted," says Cortazar. "They kill the
cancer cells, but at the same time, they kill healthy cells." The death of rapidly dividing
healthy cells weakens the body's immune system, putting a person at risk for infections and
other health problems.

Yet highly toxic effects may be considered acceptable if the benefits are important
and the disease is very serious or life-threatening. "With cancer drugs, you accept more
toxicity in general than for drugs that are for non lethal illnesses," says Cortazar, since the
effects of cancer can be more damaging than the treatments, and cancer drugs may extend
or save lives.

For example, Nexavar (sorafenib tosylate), a drug used to treat adults with
advanced kidney cancer, may cause side effects including high blood pressure, heart
problems, bleeding problems, rash, diarrhea, mouth sores, and pain, swelling, or blisters on
the palms of the hands or soles of the feet. The FDA considered these risks to be tolerable
for a drug that had the benefit of delaying tumor growth or death nearly three months
longer than in patients who received no anti-cancer therapy in clinical trials, but these risks
would not be tolerated in a drug to treat a less serious condition. Nexavar is distributed and
marketed by Bayer Pharmaceuticals Corp. of West Haven, Conn.

NUMBERS DON'T ALWAYS COUNT

The FDA does not require a specific number of participants in a clinical trial, but
trial size should be tailored to the risk acceptable to people with the disease and in
consideration of the rarity of the disease. Similarly, the FDA does not require a specific
number of patients to respond to a cancer drug, nor does it require the drug to extend life
by a specific number of days so long as the results are convincing and clinically meaningful
given the side effects of the drug and other treatment options.

"There is no hard and fast rule," says Edwin Rock, M.D., Ph.D., an oncologist in the
FDA's Office of Oncology Drug Products. "The agency looks at the data and makes
judgments about what's clinically significant and whether, on balance, the benefits exceed
the risks." To be considered clinically significant, a finding must show real meaning for
patients, such as extending their lives or making them feel better.

For a drug to treat a common cancer, such as breast cancer, the agency would
expect large clinical trials with hundreds or even thousands of participants. But the FDA
would consider a drug for rare cancers tested in a small number of people.

The FDA approved Zolinza (vorinostat), made by Merck & Co. Inc. of Whitehouse
Station, N.J., in October 2006, based on results of clinical trials conducted in only 100
patients, The drug was approved to treat skin lesions in cutaneous T-cell lymphoma
(CTCL) when the disease persists, gets worse, or comes back after treatment with other
medicines. CTCL is a cancer of the T-cells, a type of white blood cell, and patients who
have it develop a variety of skin lesions.

It's a rare disease that has only about 1,200 new cases a year in the United States,
says Bhupinder Mann, M.B.B.S., an oncologist in the FDA's Office of Oncology Drug
Products. "We'd like to have large studies, but it's impractical with certain diseases," says
Mann, adding that there are only two other drugs that have been approved to treat CTCL




